The Development of Combined Transport 
in the Czech Republic
Its growth is closely linked to the growth of world trade.
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Combined transport has a tradition on the territory of the Czech Republic spanning more than 40 years. The current significance of combined transport can be documented in its continually increasing share of total rail freight shipping in gross tonnes, which was 8.01 % in 2008 (in 2005 it was only 6.2 %). Its share is also increasing of total rail freight shipping in net tonnes, which was 6.5 % in 2008. Combined transport’s share of total freight shipping (i.e. road, rail, inland waterway, air and pipeline) also show a rising trend but is substantially lower, at 1.41 % in 2008. Note: Complete statistics for 2009 are not yet available. 
From the development of combined transport volumes since 1993 (expressed in the number of gross tonnes shipped) – fig. 1, continual growth can be observed in volumes of unaccompanied combined transport on rail, which is refl ected e.g. in growth of more than seven-fold since 1993 and year-on-year growth of usually 10–15 %. As a result of the fi nancial and economic crisis, year-on-year growth in 2008 was only 6.5 % and 2009 saw a yearonyear decline of 10.5 %. 
Volumes achieved in recent years significantly exceed volumes shipped in the late 1980s throughout then-Czechoslovakia (in 1989 it was 3.9 million tonnes, of which 1.55 million tonnes were shipped internationally), despite the fact that diametrical changes occurred in imports and experts alike as well as a decline in domestic industrial output as a result of restructuring. In connection with the suspension of operations of the Ro-La Lovosice – Dresden line in 2004, there was a signifi cant decline in total volumes of combined transport in subsequent years. These gradually continued to increase, however, and in 2007 they surpassed 2003 levels. Only in 2009 was a slight decline recorded over the previous year. Volumes of combined transport by water (along the Labe waterway) are very small, practically negligible. 
While there is continual growth in volumes of unaccompanied combined transport by rail – fig. 2 – in all segments, the greatest growth is in exports, where fi gures for 2008 show growth of more than twenty-two-fold over 1993. Volumes of inland unaccompanied combined transport are rising slightly, although these are generally continuing shipments to and from sea ports. Shipments of bulk substrates and bulk waste using inland and rolling containers are increasing slightly.  ●
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