Philosophy in Planning the High-Speed Railway in the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic affiliated with the idea of the high-speed transport quite early – in the 1970s when the fast tracks construction intent was motivated mainly by the effort to obtain sufficient capacity for the freight trains on the prestigious conventional tracks. Only in the mid- 1990s when the success of the high-speed systems fully showed in France, Germany, Italy and Spain, the idea of the high-speed lines in our country was put into the broader European context and new geopolitical reality. At present a major review of the HSL concept in the Czech Republic is in progress. The Ministry of Transport has decided to review the existing study and obtain a new, complete material on suitable HSL routes in the territory of the Czech Republic. The motif of this assessment is not only to check the up-to-datedness and need of the approved and territorially protected routes which the Territorial Development Policy imposes on the Ministry of Transport of the Czech Republic, but also to define the priorities of HSL development in the territory of the Czech Republic and coordinate these interests with the intentions of the neighbouring states where the situation is, similar to the Czech Republic, developing all the time. Ensuring the HSL international connection is the task which may contribute to increasing the competitiveness of the Czech Republic in the next decades.


